


Program Highlight—Making Reading Fun

Our Saturday Reading Enrichment Program (SRE) is a reading and arts program for children in grades

1 through 6 who score in the lower percentile in reading, and whose parents have limited English skills.

Thirty children participated in this program this past year. SRE incorporates one-on-one tutoring with the help

of hlgh school, college and adult volunteer tutors. The children also enjoy group reading, educational games,

and special art and dance sessions that are specifically
designed to aid in the development of reading skills. Through
these activities, the children learn about the cultures and
traditions of other countries and the importance of mutual
enrichment and respect. Participants grow | ina Iove for

“I hope to have more opportunities for

myself but especially for my children. |

want a better future for them. That is

my goal, and Mercy Center helps
me reach it.”

Volunteer tutor Osmar reads to an eager
group of first and second graders

Partner Highlight—Bringing Broadway to Mercy Center

R.Evolucién Latina, an organization of Latinos on Broadway, has partnered with Mercy Center for the past year. This

rich relationship has provided Mercy Center youth with a range of opportunities to explore their own abilities and the

world around them. Highlights of the year included:

e  aseries of dance workshops that led to a
performance with cast members of Tony-award
winning In the Heights and others (see photo) at
the launch of Antonio Banderas’ new fragrance;
and

e  atrip to Broadway to see In the Heights, which
included a rare pre-show Q&A session with the
entire cast.

R.Evolucién Latina’s mission is to “Dare to Go
Beyond.” They have brought to Mercy Center a unique
combination of skill, commitment and enthusiasm,
inspiring our youth to dream big and work to achieve
their dreams. We are deeply appreciative of their
partnership.

Mercy Center youth perform with In the Heights cast
members and others
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Personal Development. ..
Reaching the Whole Person

Mercy Center’s mission is more than just teaching concrete skills. We strive to
empower women to find strength and confidence within themselves, allowing
them to fully contribute to the world around them. Our Personal Development
programs are some of the most important tools we have to achieve this goal. We
provide opportunities for participants to express themselves creatively, develop
stress management techniques, identify strength in themselves and find balance
in their lives. Recreational for some, and life-changing for others, these programs
are possible only because of the volunteers who deliver them. During this past
year, close to 300 people have participated in these programs.

“It was almost a comfort to be carrying my hurt and pain
around with me since it was all | ever knew. But it weighed me
down. Mercy Center taught me to let my pain go, to take a
moment for myself, to breathe.”

- Carmela, Personal Development Participant

Artwork produced during
workshops was turned into note
cards, which now produce
revenue for Mercy Center

Through educational programs, Mercy Center helps
participants understand the world around them, and
learn ways that they can contribute to that world. Dur-
ing presidential election season, we held a workshop

to inform interested participants about the electoral
process and the key issues being debated. For many,
this was a civics lesson about political processes in their
new home. For others, it was a reminder of the impor-
tance of learning about the hot topics of the day, and
participating in civil society by voting.

Social Work Intern Idalia answers questions
during the Election Workshop
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Capacitar, a wellness practice developed in South
America, incorporates a number of methods of cen-
tering, including meditation, Tai-chi and Reiki. This
past year, Capacitar added a Labyrinth to the re-
sources available to participants. The labyrinth is a
powerful centering tool used for meditation, which
may also be used by our English and Spanish Spiri-
tuality Groups.

Capacitar participants walk the
labyrinth during the unveiling ceremony
earlier this year

“| am going through a moment of great sadness
and being here in this program has helped me
have some peace and tranquility to confront it.”

- Maria, Personal Development Participant

Personal Development participants
practice stress reduction techniques

Mercy Center women have the power to make an
impact on the broader South Bronx community. They
model non-violent behavior in our violent community.
And they join with other community members to take
action against neighborhood problems. Last year, a
group of Mercy Center women participated in the 8th
Annual Brides’ March Against Domestic Violence, and B
others traveled to Albany to discuss neighborhood
issues with our elected representatives. Through
these programs, women found their strength and im-
proved the world around them.

Mercy Center women cheer on the 8th Annual
Brides’ March Against Domestic Violence
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Leaders and Supporters. ..
The Circle of Mercy in Action

Mercy Center exists and thrives because of the commitment and generosity of many individuals and organiza-
tions. Mercy Center is led by a Board of Directors, 33% of whom must be from the community we serve. The
Directors are assisted by our Board of Advisors, which provides guidance and direction on the ongoing fiscal
stability of the Center. A staff of 23, paid and volunteer, work with countless volunteers to deliver our unique

programs.

Board of Directors
Beth Finnerty, Chair
Latifa Beato, Vice Chair
Charles Brown, Treasurer
Candida Carrasquillo
Ana Collado

Beatrice Colon-Cruz
Nancy Conde

Margaret Costa, RSM
Sonia Gonzalez-Cruz
Valerie Leon

Jesus Muniz

Michael Termini

Regina Ward, RSM

Page 18

Board of Advisors
Debbra Stolarik, Chair
Elizabeth Cassino, Vice Chair
Gregory Arcaro
Christine Bacon

Anna Berardi
Elizabeth Cassino
Steve Coats

Nancy Conde

Abigail E. Disney
Margaret Grace
Patrick Grace
Theresa Kane, RSM
Siobhan Keegan

Artie Lange

Jennifer Lupo
Elizabeth McCabe
Robin McKenna
Patricia Mescall
Justin O'Connor

Tim O'Connor

Mary O'Hara

Daria F. Pizzetta
Brian Powers
Claudette Scheffold
Sylvie Sherman-Bloch
Eugene Sullivan
Diane Vezza

Ellen Vopicka

Staff

Idalia Amaya

Lucy Amis

Sr. Regina Burrichter, RSM
Maria Conroy

Judith Criado Fiuza
Lythza Cruz

Joseph Dirr

Mary Ann Dirr, RSM
Mary Galeone, RSM
Mary Gallagher, RSM
Mary Ellen Gianino
Margo Golos

Silvia Gonzalez
Carmen Houston
Sinead Keegan

llana Kegel
Catherine Loredo
Maria Mercado
Blanca Ramirez
Heidy Rios

Mayra Sanchez-Estupinan
Alba Torres

Patrick Traffas



We are deeply indebted to the
following foundations, corpora-
tions and funds, for their support
during this year:

A. & C. Ciocca Charitable Fdn.
Allegany Franciscan Ministries
Allstate Foundation

Anonymous Foundation

Axe Houghton Foundation
Badegely Residual Trust

Balm Foundation

Barker Welfare Foundation
BGC Partners Charity Day
Catholic Charities

Con Edison

Daphne Foundation

Dunn Family Charitable Foundation
Emy and Emil Herzfeld Foundation
Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick
George Link Jr. Charitable Trust
Hispanic Federation

Kazickas Family Foundation
Lily Auchincloss Foundation
Linden Family Foundation
Lisabeth Foundation

Mercy Action

Mercy Mid-Atlantic Ministry Fund
Morgan Stanley

Pascale Sykes Foundation
Pinkerton Foundation
Redemptorists

RTS Family Foundation

Sarita Kenedy East Foundation
Sisters of Mercy - Mid-Atlantic
Verizon Foundation

William E. Simon Foundation

Mercy Center
Income and Expense for Operating Activities
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2009

INCOME EXPENSES
Foundation Grants 702,400  Salary 1,106,569
Donations 211,161  Benefits 286,673
Special Events 159,340  Program Expenses 81,769
Government Contracts 134,038  Maintenance, Utilities, 71,537
Telecommunications

Interest 24,341

. Administration, Supplies, 93,766
Donated Services 379,417  Depreciation Expense 50,158
TOTAL INCOME 1,634,948 TOTAL EXPENSE 1,690,472

Allocation of Expenses - FY 2009

m Family Altematives to Violence m Employment Yes!

O ESL / Immigrant Services 0 CHAMPIONS (Youth)

W Personal Development M Fundraising and Administration
14%

28%
5%

17%

14%

22%

Page 19



RPN CEURN

L e<s"29 P)

377 East 145th Street

Bronx, NY 10454-1006
1718.993.2789 f718.402.1594
info@MercyCenterBronx.org
www.MercyCenterBronx.org





